Twentieth Year Anniversary
August 2022
The Keokuk Middle School moved to Orleans Avenue in 2002.
This
year marks the twentieth anniversary of being in our "new"
building. It is hard to believe that the building is entering into
its twentieth year. With time, some things have changed but the
core values the students are being taught has not.
Twenty years ago, Steve Carman was the principal here at
KMS. In a conversation with him, he was asked if he could
venture back in time, what message he would give to the
students and he said his message would be the same as it
was twenty years ago. It was important to Mr. Carman that
the students valued their education, that they understood
that their future depended upon it, and that the choices
they made today would open up opportunities for them later
in life. His biggest hope was to really prepare them for
the real world.
Mr. Carman helped design the building and he really wanted
to provide a building to the community that is positive and
a functional environment for middle school aged students to
learn and a place for the staff to take pride in. Mr.
Carman's advice to the new principal is, "Find the
familiarities that brought you to Keokuk and really use the
community as an asset
to grow your knowledge in the
district, and get to know the makeup and history of the
community you are serving and it will become natural to
you".

Students then...

Staff now...

Mrs. Calfee
6th Grade Math

Ms. Mitchell
7th Grade ELA

"The best thing
about my work
day is when a
student
succeeds at
something that
they had been
struggling
with. On a
daily basis I
enjoy spending
time with my
co-workers and
getting to know
my students."

"It is my first
year working for
the district I
grew up in, and I
couldn't be more
excited for the
opportunity to
give back to a
community that
has done so much
for me! My role
in school this
year is to teach
English Language
Arts to our 7th
Grade students."

Mr. Barnes
Student Services

Mrs. Barclift
Guidance
Counselor

"The best part of
my work day is
"This is my
when I get a
seventh year in
chance to build
guidance as the
positive
school counselor.
relationships with
My favorite part
our students. I
about my job is
like lunch duty
getting to know
because this is a
the students on a
time we can talk
one on one basis.
about sports,
I also really
music, or whatever
enjoy the staff
other interests
that I work with."
students have."

Mrs. Hawkins
8th Grade
Science
"This is my ninth
year in the
district as the
eighth grade
science teacher.
The best part of my
day is the smiles
and laughs that
come from students
and from staff. I
love getting to
know my students
and seeing them
achieve their
goals!"

Teachers Then and Now

Mr. Clark
Industrial Tech

Mrs. Terry
Music/Choir

Mrs. Wills
Special Education

Mrs. Varner
Special Education

Mrs. Isaacs
Librarian
Media Clerk

Mrs. Benedict
ISS Supervisor

TWENTY YEARS AGO...
Twenty years ago I had started my fourth year of teaching
in Hamilton, Illinois. I was teaching 6th-12th grade Title I. I
helped students with math and reading instruction along
with mentoring several high school students. Personally, I
was planning my wedding and my husband and I will
celebrate our 20th anniversary on October 5th this year.
We also bought and renovated our home that same year. I
never imagined 20 years ago that I would be the assistant
principal at KMS! My goal for this year is to work with Mr.
Roberts and KMS Staff to improve student attendance and
performance.
-Mrs. Amanda Mason, Assistant Principal

It is a pleasure to serve as the principal of Keokuk Middle
School. Some of you attended KMS as a child, had other
children attend KMS, or worked at KMS over the past 20
years. Each of these experiences show that we are all
important to the community forged here.
This year as the new middle school building turns 20. We
must remember that everyone of our students belong to
this community as much as this building does to us all.
Every parent, teacher, and student we serve belongs here
and deserves to be valued like the precious geodes we
harbor in our town. Each one is unique but contributes to
this amazing place. My promise is to ensure you that your
voice matters and you become polish and shine like every
geode collected on the Mississippi. And, that to me, is
priceless. Let's have a good school year and keep in
touch!
-Mr. Joel Roberts, Principal

IMPORTANT
INFORMATION & DATES
Save the Date

August 31st - Show Choir Tryouts
August 31st - 12:50P.M. Wednesday Dismissals Begin
September 2nd - Picture Day at KMS
September 5th - NO SCHOOL

Powerschool
Please remember to keep information in your student's
Powerschool up to date. This is the only way that we can
effectively communicate with you in the case of an emergency!
If you move, get a new phone number, or change your email
address please update that information in Powerschool or call
us at 319-524-3737 to get help updating.

Attendance
Please remember to call the school in the event that your
child is not attending school for the day, if they need to
leave early, or if they are coming late. Your student is only
allowed to have 5 absences excused by a parent for the 20222023 school year. Thank you!
Please call us anytime at 319-524-3737, if you have questions
regarding attendance.

