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Course Catalog

MISSION STATEMENT
The mission of Keokuk Middle is to provide a positive culture and learning
environment that empowers personal success.
“Working With You to Prepare Your Child For The Future”
Follow us on Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/keokukms/
2002 Orleans
Keokuk, IA 52632
p: 319-524-3737
f: 319-524-1511
www.keokukschools.org
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KEOKUK COMMUNITY SCHOOL DISTRICT

BOARD OF EDUCATION
Gary DeGala, President
Russ Derr, Vice President
Lacy Ames

Laurie Mendenhall
Bonnie Peevler
Angela Profeta
Clint Wray
It is the policy of the Keokuk Community School District not to illegally discriminate on the basis
of race, color, national origin, gender, disability, religion, creed, age, marital status, sexual orientation, gender identity, and socioeconomic status in its educational programs and its employment
practices. There is a grievance procedure for processing complaints of discrimination. If you have
questions or a grievance related to this policy please contact the district’s Equity Coordinator.

Superintendent’s Office
500 N 20th
Keokuk, IA 52632
319-524-1402
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Principal’s Welcome
Dear Keokuk Middle School Community,
I want to extend to you and your family a very warm
welcome to our wonderful learning community. The
middle school years are a critical three-year span in
helping our students gain the academic knowledge and
character traits to prepare them for career, college,
and civic life. At Keokuk Middle School we look forward to partnering with you, your student, and our
larger community to ensure that Keokuk’s bright future is in good hands.
Our goal for your student is to help them be ready for
all the future has to hold. Malcolm X summarized this
philosophy when he said, “Education is the passport
to the future, for tomorrow belongs to those who
prepare for it today.”

Ryals Parker
Principal

The staff at KMS works tirelessly to live as positive examples for our students. We carry ourselves with Respect, Responsibility, and Readiness. We expect our
staff to arrive at school every day ready to teach and
help students prepare for their futures by encouraging
students to pursue their educational and career goals.
In turn, we expect our students to come to school
ready to learn and prepared to pursue their dreams.

ryals.parker@keokukschools.org

KMS is asking you to join us as a critical partner in getting your student their passport to the future. We
strive to provide our students with academic and behavioral support throughout the school day, but we
need your help to ensure that students receive this
support in the broader community as well. You can
help your student prepare for their future by asking
them about what they are learning, encouraging them
to pursue their passions, and maintaining regular communication with Keokuk Middle School.

As principal, it is my responsibility to continue to grow
the positive learning culture at Keokuk Middle
School. Join me by looking for opportunities to work
with our KMS staff to participate in your student’s education and preparation for their future. Please contact
me any time with questions or suggestions for how to
make our school an even better place. Welcome to the
2022/2023 school year, and Go Chiefs!
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Stephanie Vititoe
Assistant Principal

stephanie.vititoe@keokukschools.org

PowerSchool
Parents who use PowerSchool benefit from access to information about their children's academic progress, including assessments, homework completion and citizenship in each subject area along with access to attendance records and course information.
Each parent creates a PowerSchool account when registering their student. These accounts can also send you
regular updates on your child’s current grades in each class they are taking. If you need your password reset or
have lost your login information please call your students building secretary, they will be happy to assist you.
GET CONNECTED & STAY CONNECTED
www.keokukschools.org; Quick Links; PowerSchool Public Portal
Or

POWERSCHOOL MOBLE APP
Valid District Code: bttb

Schoology
https://www.schoology.com/enables our students, parents and teachers to engage with learning materials
and their school community from the classroom and beyond.
Students can digitally submit homework assignments, review grades, participate in interactive discussions, receive announcements and feedback, take tests, write academic blogs, and more. As a parent, you will be able to
view your child’s activity within the platform.

Technology Supports
Our goal is to provide parents and guardians help with district technology. Support is available on normal
school days, Monday-Friday, 8 AM – 5 PM.
Submit a Support Request: https://keokuk.incidentiq.com/

School Announcements & News
www.facebook.com/keokukms

District & School Information
www.keokukschools.org
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KMS Faculty
READING
Malorie James
Makenzie Rooney
6th Grade
Shannon Guy
Mabyn Matlick
7th Grade

SCIENCE

MATHEMATICS
Megan Calfee
6th Grade
Melissa Palmer
7th Grade
Carisa Meyer
8th Grade

Jon Campbell
6th Grade
Arie Schiller
7th Grade
Sarah Hawkins
8th Grade

Ben James
Lacey Kirchner
8th Grade

SOCIAL STUDIES

SPECIAL EDUCATION

Ann Vandenberg
7th & 8th Grade

Tina Nixon
6th Grade

Ehren Wills
6th Resource

Doug Dodds
7th Grade

Darren Mac Arthur
7th Resource

Kurt Barnes
8th Grade

IJAG

Jen Frazee
6th & 7th Resource
Brenda Varner
6th, 7th, 8th SCIN
Jeff Sisk
8th Resource
Angela Jones
BD
Jessie Greenslaugh
MDE
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MATH INTERVENTION /
8TH GRADE CAREERS

Peter Dever

KMS Faculty
ART
Heather Luft
6th, 7th, 8th
BAND
Krystal Bottorff
6th, 7th, 8th
CHOIR
Reva Terry
6th, 7th, 8th

DIR. STUDENT SERVICES
Kyler Barnes
GUIDANCE
Kelsey Barclift
Counselor
Kayla Schwartz
Engagement Specialist
Jody Martin
Secretary

COMPUTERS

GENERAL MUSIC

Brian Boltz
6th, 7th, 8th

Reva Terry
6th, 7th, 8th

INDUSTRIAL TECH
Louis Clark
6th, 7th, 8th

PHY ED
Jermaine Jones
Patty Rooney
6th, 7th, 8th

LIFE SKILLS

TAG

Reva Terry
7th Grade

Danielle LaFrenz
6th, 7th, 8th

ASSOCIATES

MEDIA CENTER

Deanna Isaacs
Library Clerk
NURSE
Quinn Ruhl
STUDY HALL/ISS
Barb Benedict
Clerk

SECRETARIES
Deneen Lopez
Secretary
Miriam Lorentzen
Secretary
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Andrea Boyd
Traci Billings
Chrissy Campbell
Diane Cook
Melissa Flickinger
Sharisha Goetz
Heather Gorham
Sheila Handyside
Heather Horton
Michelle Marlin
Lori Otte
Tricia Rogers
Michelle Shaw
Suzie Strick
Lisa Twitchell
Natasha Wilson

Guidance
The Guidance Office at KMS is open and available to
every student. Our counselor provide students with
the opportunity to explore their strengths and weaknesses and help develop insights into their emotional,
social, and intellectual growth and development. She
strives to maintain a relaxed atmosphere in which a
student feels free to discuss his/her personal concerns whether they involve family, friends, or school.
They also have information that can help with a student’s performance in the classroom, both academically and behaviorally.
If a student needs to see the counselor they must
check with their teacher first or stop in before or after
school. If the counselor is not available at that time a
pass will be sent to the student when they are available. We also encourage parents to keep in contact
with their student’s counselor either by phone or by
individual conferences.

Kelsey Barclift
KMS Counselor

kelsey.barclift@keokukschools.org

Each year counselors and teachers spend a great deal
of time creating student schedules. Many factors are
considered when schedules are created and since
class sizes have been set changes will only be permitted for extreme circumstances and will be handled on
an individual basis and may involve administrative
approval.
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Family Engagement Specialist
The Family Engagement Specialist at KMS assist our
students and their families so that they can be successful at school, in the classroom, and in the community. She helps them to develop useful skills, works in
small groups, aides in the resolution of peer conflict,
and is an additional support for our students who are
in need of a little extra help.
The engagement specialist is also a great resource for
families who might need additional support from
community resources.

Kayla Schwartz

KMS Engagement Specialist
kayla.schwartz@keokukschools.org
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Director of Student Services &
Student Athletics
Our director of student services works closely with
school administration to provide proactive leadership
in the areas of behavior, attendance, and academics. They will meet with students individually or in
groups throughout the day to help them make positive choices in their education. They will also collaborate with administration, staff, and parents to problem solve situations or behaviors to ensure that students are reaching their full potential. The director of
student services may also act as designee for administration when administration is unavailable.

Kyler Barnes

Director of Student Services
kyler.barnes@keokukschools.org
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LANGUAGE ARTS 6
Course Description
Sixth grade Language Arts will continue students’
growth in the areas of reading, writing, listening,
speaking, and the study of the English language. Students will continue to develop a level of literacy that
enables them to become informed and productive citizens. The focus for writing instruction will be narrative, informational, and argumentative writing. Requirements will be based on Iowa Core Literacy
Standards.
YEAR LONG CLASS
Materials Needed:
• 2” binder with pockets
• 1pk Loose Leaf Paper
• 2 (3 hole) Pocket Folders to clip in binder
• 2 identical folders without prongs
• Pencils; as needed throughout the year
• 40 Sheet Protectors
• 1 Composition Notebook

Malorie James
malorie.james@keokukschools.org

Additional Information:
Students will sharpen and strengthen skills in reading, writing, listening, and speaking. Students will use
Google classroom.

Makenzie Rooney
makenzie.rooney@keokukschools.org
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READING 7
Developing Literacy Skills
Course Description
This course is designed to guide students in the development of language arts, writing, and reading skills.
We will address the writing process in writing of detail, emphasizing basic conventions and sentence
structure. Students will learn to create wellconstructed and increasingly complex sentences and
paragraphs. Journals, portfolios, research papers, essays, and creative writing artifacts will be written to
demonstrate student development and growth in
writing skills. Students will use word processing
along with other various presentation and research
technology applications. To support modern employment/career demands, students will learn to develop
oral presentations, speaking skills, and active and interactive listening skills. The reading portion of this
course involves reading a variety of genres to include
fiction, nonfiction, short stories, poetry, and current
events. Independent reading is supported through
daily reading expectations, weekly library visits, and
written book reports throughout each semester in
cross curricular areas.
YEAR LONG CLASS

Shannon Guy
shannon.guy@keokukschools.org

NOT
PICTURED

Materials Needed:
• Pencils
• Composition Notebook
• Poster Board
• Spiral Notebook
• Notecards
• Folder
• 3 Ring Binder
• Red ink pen
• Highlighter

Mabyn Mitchell

mabyn.mitchell@keokukschools.org
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READING 8
Experiences In Language Block
Course Description
Language Arts will strengthen students understanding of speaking, listening, reading, and writing. Students will have the opportunity to analyze exemplary
pieces of writing, as well as construct and revise their
own writing, while evaluating and deepening their
knowledge of the writing process. Students will develop speaking and listening skills through presentations throughout the year. They will establish social
awareness and interpretive values from literature and
informational texts, examined in class. These texts
will promote further learning through the use of class,
small-group, and peer-to-peer discussions. Students
will create several book projects through the year,
using their independent reading book.
YEAR LONG CLASS

Lacey Kirchner
lacey.kirchner@keokukschools.org

Materials Needed:
• 2 Notebooks (one for classwork & one to use as a
writer’s notebook)
• Binder with plastic sleeves
NOT
PICTURED

Ben James
ben.james@keokukschools.org
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MATH 6
Course Description
In Math 6, instructional time focuses on eight critical
areas:
• Area and Surface Area
• Introducing Ratios
• Unit Rates and Percentages
• Dividing Fractions
• Arithmetic in Base Ten
• Expressions and Equations
• Rational Numbers
• Data Sets and Distributions
Throughout the year an emphasis will be placed on
problem solving strategies. Appropriate terminology,
mental math computation, estimation, manipulatives,
calculators, and group work will also play an important role as a part of daily routines in the classroom.
YEAR LONG CLASS
Materials Needed:
• 2” Binder (no D-rings)
• Loose Leaf Paper
• Pencils
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Megan Calfee
megan.calfee@keokukschools.org

ACCELERATED MATH 6
Course Description
In accelerated 6th grade math, instructional time focuses on eight critical areas:
• Areas
• Ratios, Rates and Percentages
• Fractions & Decimals
• Equations & Expressions
• Proportional Relationships
• Percentage Increase & Decrease
• Rational Numbers
• Data Sets and Distributions
In addition to this content, we strive to have our math
students actively develop the following mathematical
practices: make sense of problems and persevere in
solving them; reason abstractly and quantitatively;
construct viable arguments and critique the reasoning
of others; model with mathematics; use appropriate
tools strategically; attend to precision; and look for
and make use of structure.
YEAR LONG CLASS
Prerequisites:
Selection for this class is based on several established
criteria including grades, MAP scores, Iowa Assessment scores, and teacher recommendation.
Materials Needed:
• Loose Leaf Paper
• Pencils
• 2” binder (No D-Rings)
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Megan Calfee
megan.calfee@keokukschools.org

MATH 7
Course Description
In Grade 7, instructional time focuses on eight critical
areas:
• Scale drawings
• Introducing proportional relationships
• Measuring circles
• Proportional relationships and percentages
• Rational number arithmetic
• Expressions, equations, and inequalities
• Angles, triangles, and prisms
• Probability and sampling
In addition to this content, we strive to have our math
students actively develop the following mathematical
practices: make sense of problems and persevere in
solving them; reason abstractly and quantitatively,
construct viable arguments and critique the reasoning
of others; model with mathematics; use appropriate
tools strategically; attend to precision; and look for
and make use of structure.
YEAR LONG CLASS

Melissa Palmer
melissa.palmer@keokukschools.org

Materials Needed:
• 2 “ Binder (No D-Rings)
• Pencils
• Folder

Carisa Meyer
carisa.meyer@keokukschools.org
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ACCELERATED MATH 7
Course Description
In Accelerated 7th Math, instructional time focuses
on:
• Rigid Transformations & Congruence
• Scale drawings, similarity, and slope
• Writing & Solving Equations
• Inequalities, Expressions, and Equations
• Linear Relationships
• Functions & Volume
• Exponents and Scientific Notation
• Pythagorean Theorem & Irrational Numbers
In addition to this content, we strive to have our math
students actively develop the following mathematical
practices: make sense of problems and persevere in
solving them; reason abstractly and quantitatively;
construct viable arguments and critique the reasoning
of others; model with mathematics; use appropriate
tools strategically; attend to precision; and look for
and make use of structure.
YEAR LONG CLASS

Prerequisites:
Students must be able to maintain a “C” average in 6th
grade accelerated math, and/or teacher recommendation along with satisfactory placement within the
math Advancement Matrix.
Materials Needed:
• 2” Binder (No D-Rings)
• Pencils
• Folder
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Melissa Palmer
melissa.palmer@keokukschools.org

MATH 8
Course Description
In Eighth Grade Math instructional time focuses on:
• Knowing that there are numbers that are not rational;
• Work with radicals and integer exponents;
• Understand the connections between proportional relationships, lines and linear equations;
• Analyze and solve linear equations and pairs of
simultaneous linear equations;
• Define, evaluate, and compare functions;
use functions to model relationships between
quantities;
understand and apply the Pythagorean theorem;
• Solve real-world and mathematical problems involving volume of cylinders, cones, and spheres;
• Investigate patterns of association in bivariate
data.
In addition to this content, we strive to have our math
students actively develop the following mathematical
practices: make sense of problems and persevere in
solving them; reason abstractly and quantitatively;
construct viable arguments and critique the reasoning
of others; model using mathematics; use appropriate
tools strategically; attend to precision and look for
and make use of structure.
YEAR LONG CLASS
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Carisa Meyer
carisa.meyer@keokukschools.org

ALGEBRA I
Course Description
In ALGEBRA instructional time focuses on:
• One-variable statistics;
• linear functions, inequalities, and systems;
• two-variable statistics;
• functions;
• introduction to exponential functions;
• introduction to quadratic functions;
• quadratic functions.
In addition to this content, we strive to have our math
students actively develop the following mathematical
practices; make sense of problems and persevere in
solving them; reason abstractly and quantitatively;
construct viable arguments and critique the reasoning
of others; model using mathematics; use appropriate
tools strategically; attend to precision and look for
and make use of structure.
YEAR LONG CLASS
Prerequisites:
Students must be able to maintain a C average in 7th
grade accelerated Math, and/or teacher recommendation along with satisfactory placement within the
Math Advancement Matrix.
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Melissa Palmer
melissa.palmer@keokukschools.org

SCIENCE 6
Course Description
Sixth grade science is a course that focuses on various
topics in physical, earth, and life sciences. The fundamentals of this course are structure and properties of
matter, chemical reactions, energy, Earth’s internal
structure, changes to the Earth’s surface, cells, body
systems, and genetics. Throughout the year, students
will develop and use models, define problems and ask
questions, analyze and interpret data, use math and
computational thinking, construct explanations and
engage in argument from evidence, as well as obtain,
evaluate, and communicate information.
YEAR LONG CLASS

Jon Campbell
jon.campbell@keokukschools.org
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SCIENCE 7
Course Description
Science 7 is a course that focuses on earth, physical,
and life science. This includes the study of:
• Kinetic and potential energy
• Energy in systems
• Electric and magnetic forces
• Sun-Earth-Moon system
• Earth and the solar system
• History of planet earth
• Genetic mutations
• Plant and animal behaviors
• Growth and development of organisms
• Energy in ecosystems, and factors that effect ecosystems
YEAR LONG CLASS
Materials Needed:
• Folder
• 1” binder
• Loose leaf paper

Arie Schiller
arie.schiller@keokukschools.org
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SCIENCE 8
Course Description
Science 8 is a course focused on physical, earth and
life science. This includes matter and it’s interactions,
forces and interactions, energy, waves, earth systems,
earth and human activity, ecosystems, evidence of
common ancestry and diversity, natural selection, adaptation and engineering design.
YEAR LONG CLASS
Materials Needed:
• Folder
• Pencil/Pens
• Loose leaf paper
• Highlighter
• Colored Pencils

Sarah Hawkins
sarah.hawkins@keokukschools.org
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SOCIAL STUDIES 6
Course Description
Students will study the history of Europe and the Middle East by focusing on the major areas of civilization
– government, religion, writing, arts, architecture,
public works, job specialization, and social classes.
Some of the units will be explored through simulations where students work collaboratively to enhance
their learning. In addition, students will explore the
concepts of identity and culture as it applies to them
as an individual and also to the ancient people we
study.
YEAR LONG CLASS
Materials Needed:
• Paper
• Pencil

Tina Nixon
tina.nixon@keokukschools.org
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GEOGRAPHY 7
GEOGRAPHY OF THE EASTERN HEMISPHERE &
LATIN AMERICA
Course Description
Students will study Sub-Saharan Africa, South and
East Asia, Australia, and South America. Emphasis
will be placed upon people, places, culture, and how
they make use of their resources.
YEAR LONG CLASS

Doug Dodds
doug.dodds@keokukschools.org
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AMERICAN HISTORY 8
UNITED STATES HISTORY FROM PREHISTORY
THROUGH RECONSTRUCTION OF THE SOUTH AFTER THE CIVIL WAR
Course Description
The main emphasis of this course is the study of American History from the time of the Land Bridge Theory of
populating the Americans up through the American
Civil War and the rebuilding of the South afterwards.
Components of geography will be studied in conjunction with economics, sociology, anthropology, and
world history to help tie the events of America to the
world, individuals, and groups.
Emphasis will be given to certain events and eras including: early people in America, explorers, colonial
times, the American Revolution, the Constitution, the
War of 1812, the Louisianan Purchase, sectionalism,
presidents and people important to U.S. history, the
movement westward, North and South differences,
Texas independence, the Civil War, and Reconstruction.
Students also study current events to help tie events to
the past, the present, and possibly future events to our
nation and around the world.
YEAR LONG CLASS
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Kurt Barnes
kurt.barnes@keokukschools.org

Special Education
All special education students have been identified, evaluated and placed in a program by a well-defined set of
criteria with parent and AEA involvement. Each special education student has an IEP that is in effect. An IEP
(Individual Education Program) includes a plan of goals written by the special education teacher, parents, general education teachers, and other personnel who work with the student. This document outlines the student’s
general education and special education instruction, accommodations, modifications, and other aspects of their
individual program. Parents are encouraged to participate in its writing and implementation.

Darren MacArthur

Jesse Greenslaugh

Angela Jones

6,7,8 Resource
darren.macarthur@keokukschools.org

6,7,8 MDE
jesse.greensluagh@keokukschools.org

6,7,8 BD
angela.jones@keokukschools.org

Heather Sisk

Jeff Sisk

Brenda Varner

7th Resource
heather.sisk@keokukschools.org

8th Resource
jeff.sisk@keokukschools.org

6,7,8 SCIN
brenda.varner@keokukschools.org

Great Prairie AEA

Ehren Wills
6th Resource
ehren.wills@keokukschools.org

Great Prairie AEA staff will be available to partner with Keokuk School
District staff members to provide the best education possible for your
child. The Great Prairie AEA staff includes, but is not limited to: audiologists, consultants, teachers for hearing impaired and visually impaired,
occupational therapists, physical therapists, school psychologists, school
social workers, and speech-language pathologists. Your child’s teacher
may contact AEA staff for consultation, observation or interaction with
your child. If you do not want the above services, please notify the school
IN WRITING.
If you have any questions and/or concerns about these services, please
call the Regional Special Education Director at the AEA
at 1-800-382-8970.
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Math Intervention / 8th Grade Careers
Math Intervention: This program is a transitional education program serving seventh and eighth grade students. Students enrolled are taught in a smaller class
setting, allowing staff to work more closely with the
students. Many learning techniques are used, including thematic units, cooperative and collaborative learning exercises, and work completed at the student’s level and pace. Life skills are also emphasized, allowing
students to see connections between school and daily
life. When the students are achieving at or above the
grade level expectations in the area of concern for your
child, typically attendance or behavior concerns, students will be transitioned back to the non-alternative
learning team at the start of the quarter/semester.
8th Grade Careers: In this course, students will gain
exposure to various career pathways and have the opportunity to participate in learning experiences at local businesses, industries, and our Lee County Career
Center. The goal of this course is that students are prepared to enter high school with a better understanding
of their career interests so they can best take advantage of the career and technical education offerings at Keokuk High School.
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Peter Dever
peterdever@keokukschools.org

IOWA JOBS FOR AMERICA’S GRADUATES (IJAG)
This is a career exploration and preparation program
that provides a hands-on approach in exploring personal strengths and challenges as well as job attainment skills and workplace “survival” skills
(interpersonal relations, teamwork, etc.) through the
use of project based learning (PBL). Students will
work to build strengths in leadership, relationships,
academic areas, time management, positive decisionmaking, and communication. The individual work and
team-building activities will also help students come
to an understanding of personality, temperament, and
the relationship between personal actions and potential consequences that can follow. Students will make
connections to their career interests, abilities, and aptitudes through career assessment and by determining
their education and career goals through development
of an Individual Career Development Plan. There will
be individual assignments, team-building activities/
projects, academic remediation support, service learning opportunities, guest speakers, field trips and career exploration. All iJAG students will participate in
the iJAG Career Association in various activities focused on Career, Leadership Development, Service
Learning, and Civic Social Awareness
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Ann Vandenberg
annvandenberg@keokukschools.org

ART
Course Description
SIXTH GRADE ART is a hands-on art experience that
focuses on the main elements of art. These elements
include line, shape, form, color, space, texture, and design. In addition, students will learn about various artists and art styles that relate to those elements. During
the course of the trimester, students will be given the
opportunity to use a wide range of materials in order
to create art that is unique and expressive. Iowa core
skills will be practiced in a studio environment and the
expanding field of art and design will be explored.
MEETS DAILY FOR A TRIMESTER
Course Description
SEVENTH GRADE ART is a hands-on art experience
that focuses on global perspectives of art and is a
continuation of skills learned from sixth grade. In
addition to those skills, students will learn about
many styles and designs of various artists and art
movements from around the world. During the
course of the trimester, students will use the elements and principles of design to create their own
unique 2-D and 3-D interpretations. Iowa core skills
will be practiced in a studio environment and the expanding field of art and design careers will be explored.
MEETS DAILY FOR A TRIMESTER

Heather Luft
heather.luft@keokukschools.org

Course Description
EIGHTH GRADE ART is a hands-on art experience that
dives deeper into the various art movements and cultures from around the world. Students will analyze
different time periods and artists along with a wide
range of materials in order to create their own artistic
interpretations that are similar to the time periods being studied. In addition, students will learn about the
careers that relate to art and design. Iowa core skills
will also be practiced using a studio environment.
MEETS DAILY FOR A TRIMESTER
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INSTRUMENTAL BEGINNERS
Course Description
Any student may start playing an instrument in the
Middle School. If you are interested, stop in Room
A203 and talk to the Band Director. After you have sufficiently developed on your instrument, the Band Director will place you in the K-Det Band.
K-DET BAND

Course Description
Membership in the K-Det Band is open to beginners
who participated in summer band lessons. In addition
to full band experience, a semi-private lesson will be
arranged for all students. These lessons will meet once
every five days. Each member is required to attend
this lesson with the assigned lesson prepared.
Any student not meeting the performance requirements of K-Det Band will be required to attend at least
one trimester of semi-private lessons prior to becoming a member of K-Det Band
MEETS EVERY DAY ALL YEAR LONG

Materials Needed:
• Standard of Excellence, Book 1 (Red Book)
• Instrument
• Pencil
Additional Information:
Attendance is required at all performances.
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Krystal Bottorff
krystal.bottorff@keokukschools.org

INSTRUMENTAL LESSON PROGRAM
Course Description
Any students needing to advance their playing skills
before entering K-Det or Concert Band may participate
in private or semi-private lessons. Once a student has
advanced to the required standard of performance,
that student will be enrolled in Concert Band.
CONCERT BAND
Course Description
Seventh or eighth grade students who do not meet the
required standard of performance may be placed in an
instrumental lesson program until the students advance to the required standard. Once a student has
advanced to the required standard of performance,
that student will be enrolled in Concert Band.
In addition to full band experience, a semi-private lesson will be arranged for all students. These lessons
will meet once every five days. Each member is required to attend this lesson with the assigned lesson
prepared.
MEETS EVERYDAY ALL YEAR LONG
Prerequisites:
Membership in the Warrior Concert Band is open to
middle school instrumentalists who meet the required
standard of performance.
Materials Needed:
• Standard of Excellence, Book 2 (Blue Book)
• Instrument
• Pencil
Additional Information:
Attendance is required at all performances.
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Krystal Bottorff
krystal.bottorff@keokukschools.org

CONCERT CHOIR
Course Description
Concert Choir is not a required elective course. Students must follow the expectations and remain in good
standing to be a part of this class.
Students who have shown the desire and ability to perform may be enrolled in this group. A wide variety of
musical styles are studied. Students will learn the basics of part singing, music literacy and tone production.
There will be a performance at the end of each semester. Other performance opportunities will also be possible throughout the year.
YEAR LONG CLASS
Materials Needed:
• Pencil
• Choir Binder/Folder (left in classroom)
• Concert Attire (see below)

Reva Terry
reva.terry@keokukschools.org

Additional Information:
Attendance is required at all performances.

Concert Attire: Just as the ensemble sound is important, appearance is also very important to the overall effect of the performance. Anything else that is
deemed by the director to be visually distracting from
the rest of the ensemble will not be permitted.
Men:
Dress Shoes, dress pants, and a button down dress
shirt.
Women:
Closed-toe dress shoes (low heels or flats), either a
dress, dress pants, or skirt. (knee length or below),
(watch straps and cleavage—must be school/church
appropriate)
* If you are unable to obtain the necessary items, you
may check out items to borrow!
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COMPUTERS
Course Description
Students will be doing the Computer Science Discoveries curriculum from Code.org. They will cover computer science topics such as Web Development, Animation
and Games, The Design Process, Data and Society, and
Physical Computing. All students will learn strategies
for problem solving in order to navigate these lessons
and be successful in designing and creating a variety of
works using computer programming.

Brian Boltz
brian.boltz@keokukschools.org
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INDUSTRIAL TECHNOLOGY
Course Description
SIXTH GRADE INDUSTRIAL TECHNOLOGY. Students will
begin by learning measuring in increments of an inch.
Students will also learn engineering by building and
testing a bridge. They will also be introduced to Computer Aided design, and because we have a full wood
shop, students will be instructed on safety and required to pass a test over general safety.
Course Description
SEVENTH GRADE INDUSTRIAL TECHNOLOGY. Students
will begin by learning measuring in increments of an
inch. Students will learn 2d and 3d CAD to create projects including a laser engraver project. They will be
instructed on general safety, drill press safety, and disc
sander safety. Students will layout and move through
the process of machining and finishing their project.
This is currently a peg game.
Course Description
EIGHTH GRADE INDUSTRIAL TECHNOLOGY. Students
will begin by learning to measure in increments of an
inch. Students will learn 2d and 3d CAD to create projects including creating a 3d printed item. Students
will be instructed on general safety, drill press, disc
sander, bandsaw and jigsaw. Students will design, machine, and finish their project. This is currently a CO2
car.
*Since semesters are not equal in length of time, there
may be additional projects assigned for the longer semester.
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Louis Clark
louis.clark@keokukschools.org

LIFE SKILLS
Course Description
SEVENTH GRADE LIFE SKILLS students learn to integrate thinking, feeling, and behavior to further develop
socially and academically. Citizenship and positive
character will be explored. Students will expand their
understanding of what is needed to become respectful,
responsible, and ready citizens of the communities
they are involved with. Students will be learning basic
kitchen safety and cooking skills for idepedent living
including making healthy food choices. Financial literacy will be discussed including budgeting and how life
and career choices affect personal finances.

Reva Terry
reva.terry@keokukschools.org
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION/HEALTH
Course Description
The physical education curriculum is designed to give
the students the greatest possible variety of activities
to enable them to lead busy, active lives in and out of
school. Physical fitness and wellness are stressed
throughout the school year. Emphasis is upon developing skills to increase enjoyment in participation as a
student and as an adult in both team and individual
activities.
All boys and girls are expected to participate in the
physical education program unless excused by their
family physician. Students will not be changing clothes
for PE. Cut-off shirts, tank tops and spandex shorts are
a violation of KMS dress code and will not be allowed
to be worn in PE. Sandals and boots are also not acceptable footwear. Students may wear shorts under
their jeans or sweats. They may also bring deodorant
to use after class.

Patty Rooney
patty.rooney@keokukschools.org

The following are types of activities that are performed
in class: Team & individual games, fitness, roller skating, and other activities.

Classes will be grouped by grade level. Grading is
based on class responsibility (proper footwear), effort
(participation), attitude (sportsmanship). Letter grades
are given each semester.
Materials Needed:
• T-Shirt/Sweatshirt
• Shorts/Sweatpants
• Athletic shoes
• Clear See Through Water Bottle

Jermaine Jones

ABSOLUTELY NO ELECTRONIC DEVISES, CANDY OR
GUM IN PE CLASS/GYM!!
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Jermaine.jones@keokukschools.org

EXTENDED LEARNING
Course Description
Ongoing screening for all students will determine a
need for EXTENDED LEARNING services. Students
may be placed in an EXTENDED LEARNING elective
course or may take ongoing enrichment through EXTENDED LEARNING depending on their individual
needs and interests and may opt to register for one,
two, or three trimesters of the EXTENDED LEARNING
elective. Participation in EXTENDED LEARNING elective is not required for identified students.

Gifted curriculum is designed for students whose cognitive need for academic rigor and challenge require
opportunity beyond the standard curriculum. A high
level of engagement and effort is expected. Activities
and units of study vary from year to year, but the primary goal of the EXTENDED LEARNING elective is independent study for the motivated learner. Students in
this elective participate in academic competitions such
as Future Problem Solvers, National History Day and
Invent Iowa. Enrichment is offered school wide to support creative problem solving, research skills, collaborative production, engineering design process as well
as advanced writing, math and science study.
EXTENDED LEARNING PROGRAM GOALS
• Coordinate appropriate instruction and opportunities to meet the needs of gifted students.
• Develop creative and critical thinking activities.
• Develop autonomous learning skills and provide
the opportunity for independent study.
• Increase communication and presentation skills
while incorporating research, speaking, writing,
and technology.
• Address affective needs through discussion, counseling, and like-ability grouping.
• Encourage career and post-secondary preparation
and exploration.
Prerequisites:
The Extended learning program is based on district
assessments.
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Danielle LaFrenz
danielle.boyd@keokukschools.org

Library
It is the mission of the library media program to ensure
that students and staff are effective users of information. The Library provides students with physical
access to materials in a variety of formats, as well as
online resources through the school and the Great Prairie AEA. By being integrated throughout the curriculum, the library media program strives to promote student interest in reading and to develop student competence in accessing, evaluating, and managing information and ideas.

Anna Westermeyer
Media Specialist

anna.westermeyer@keokukschools.org

Deana Isaacs
Media Clerk

deana.isaacs@keokukschools.org

38

Nurse
Immunization requirements. We have two immunization requirements for our 7th grade students. Students are required to receive the tdap vaccine and the
meningitis vaccine. Both immunizations are required
before the first day of the school year. The two meningitis vaccines that will fill the requirement are MenACWY and MPSV4. There is a meningitis vaccine that
will not fulfill the requirement. It is called Meningococcal serogroup B or Men B. Please call the nurse’s office
if you have any questions. If your student does not receive these vaccines they will be withheld from school
until they have them. This is a state law.

Quinn Ruhl
quinn.ruhl@keokukschools.org
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